
 

 

Residents attacked by Rockets and Incendiary Balloons from Gaza Strip 

(Case study)* 

 

Introduction  

The basic assumption of our study is that  the mutual violence and the 

difficulties in daily life arising from the intractable Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

cause both sides to develop and maintain mutually negative perceptions.  

These perceptions undermine trust between the parties and thwart any 

possibility of progress towards a peace agreement. 

This document, which focuses on cases of Residents attacked by Rockets 

and Incendiary Balloons from Gaza Strip, is intended to examine our basic 

research assumption. This examination will deepen our insights from the 

comprehensive surveys conducted as part of the study during 2020, as well 

as from the surveys conducted according to the three case studies, as well as 

from personal interviews and focus groups on the same subjects. We have 

also added data and information from other sources: media reports, other 

studies, and other documents.  

The case studies, as part of the research, were defined as an activity that 

describes selected high costs of the conflict, that should show the greatest 

link to distrust. The reactions and  attitudes among the (12) interviewees were  

compared referring to their different levels of stress and hardships they were 

exposed to. Due to the coronavirus, all interviews were conducted by 

telephone, using in-depth interview technique, according to a  pre-prepared  

questionnaire. The interviews were conducted between December   2020  and  

February 2021. All interviewees were recruited through various  databases 

lists, personal connections and  media news archives. 

*NOTE: The information and the complete data from the comprehensive public 

opinion survey regarding the coordinated relationship between the different variables 

and trust and support for the peace process can be seen in the document Families 

and Individuals affected by Terrorist attacks (Case study) 
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 Residents of the  Gaza Envelope - In the Line of Fire 

About 100,000 residents live in communities close to the Gaza border. In 

order to illustrate the meaning of life under continuous rocket fire and the daily 

launch of incendiary balloons, we will randomly display the numbers of 

rockets and incendiary balloons launched during various periods, during the 

last 20 years, from 2001 until these days. (Source: Meir Amit Intelligence and 

Information Center).   

Year 2001 

 

July 31 

Palestinians fired two mortar shells at Netzarim and at least one mortar 

at Rafiah Yam. In the evening, Palestinians fired two mortar shells 

at Atzmona. There were no injuries. 

July 30 Palestinians fired a mortar shell at Kfar Darom, wounding a 9-year-old girl. 

July 27 Palestinians fired mortar shells at Gadid.  

July 18 Palestinians fired two mortar shells at Kibbutz Nahal Oz. 

July 17 

Palestinians fired two mortar shells at Morag and Netzer Hazani. 

Palestinians in Beit Jalla in the West Bank fired two mortar shells at the Gilo 

neighborhood of East Jerusalem. This was the first attack of its type in the 

area, though numerous shooting attacks from Beit Jalla had taken place 

previously. 

July 10 
Palestinians fired a mortar shell on an unspecified farming community in 

Israel. There were no injuries. 

July 6 Palestinians fired a mortar shell toward Gadid. 

July 4 Palestinians fired a mortar shell on an unspecified settlement. 

June 29 Palestinians fired a mortar shell at Netzarim. 

June 21 

Palestinians fired a 120mm mortar shell at an unspecified village in Israel, 

breaking car windows. It was the first time that this large shell type had been 

used. 

June 19 Palestinians fired five mortar shells at Moshav Katif. There were no injuries. 

http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/site/home/default.asp
http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/site/home/default.asp
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June 18 
After nightfall, Palestinians fired four mortar shells at the Neve 

Dekalim industrial area. 

June 14 
With the ceasefire still in effect, Palestinians fired five mortar shells 

at Morag after nightfall. Fatah claimed responsibility. 

June 13 
Several hours after a ceasefire went into effect, Palestinians fired a mortar 

shell at Atzmona. 

June 12 Palestinians fired three mortar shells at Morag. There were no injuries. 

June 10 
Palestinians fired eight mortar shells at two unspecified Gaza Strip 

settlements. 

June 8 

Palestinians fired two mortar shells on Atzmona and Rafiah Yam. There 

were no injuries or damage. Israel responded by firing two anti-tank shells 

on a Palestinian Force 17 position. 

June 7 Palestinians fired four mortar shells at Ganei Tal. There were no injuries. 

June 3 
Palestinians fired two mortar shells toward Kfar Darom. There were no 

injuries. 

June 1 
Palestinians fired four mortar shells that exploded near greenhouses in the 

Israeli settlement of Slav in the Gaza Strip. 

May 30 Palestinians fired two mortar shells at Rafiah Yam. 

May 26 Palestinians in Khan Yunis fired a mortar shell into Neve Dekalim. 

May 24 Palestinians fired two mortar shells on Netzarim. There were no injuries. 

May 22 
Palestinians fired three mortar shells into Israel, all of which exploded in 

open areas. No injuries or damage were reported. 

May 19 Palestinians fired seven mortar shells at Gadid. 

May 18 
Palestinians fired a mortar shell at Gadid, which exploded among the 

community's greenhouses. 

May 17 

Palestinians fired three mortar shells at two Jewish communities. One landed 

inside Israel, near Nir Am, and another landed at the entrance to Netzarim. 

In the evening, a third shell exploded in the backyard of a family home 

in Netzer Hazani, damaging the house. The family was not in the home at 

the time because they were visiting their son, who was wounded in the April 

28 youth club shelling. Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for the attacks 

on Nir Am and Netzer Hazani. 
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May 15 

Hamas fired mortars at Kfar Aza and later fired a mortar shell f that hit the 

roof of a house in Kfar Darom, causing damage but no injuries. Two other 

mortars landed near Kibbutz Nir Am. 

May 11 
Palestinians fired six mortar shells at unspecified Israeli settlements and 

towns. 

May 9 Palestinians fired two mortar shells on Nisanit. 

May 7 
Palestinians fired four mortar shells on Kfar Aza. No injuries or damage 

were reported.  

May 6 Palestinians fired a mortar shell at Netzarim. 

May 4 Palestinians fired two mortar shells on Kfar Aza. 

April 30 Palestinians fired two mortars at Gadid. 

April 28 

Palestinians fired five mortars at the village of Netzer Hazani in the Gaza 

Strip, hitting a recreation center and wounding six civilian youths, one 

seriously. A previously unknown group called The Four Martyrs, which 

claimed affiliation with Fatah, took responsibility for the attack. Fatah itself 

disavowed the attack and denied knowledge of the group. 

April 24 
Palestinians fired three mortar shells at the town of Gadid in the Gaza Strip. 

There were no injuries but a hothouse was damaged. 

April 19 

Palestinians fired two mortar shells which landed 

between Atzmona and Morag. There were no injuries. Israel did not respond 

to the attack. 

April 18 
Hamas fired mortars at Nisanit. Later, Palestinians fired five additional 

mortars at the village of Nir Am in Israel and at Kfar Darom. 

April 17 Palestinians fired six mortar shells at Neve Dekalim. 

April 16 
Hamas fired four mortar shells on the city of Sderot, causing no injuries or 

damage.  

April 15 
Palestinians fired four mortar shells at the towns of Netzer 

Hazani and Katif in the Gaza Strip, causing no injuries. 

April 11 

In the evening of the fourth day of Passover, Palestinians fired mortars shells 

at the towns of Nisanit and Kfar Darom in the Gaza Strip and at 

Kibbutz Netiv HaAsara in Israel. 
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April 10 

On the third day of Passover, Palestinians fired two mortar shells at the town 

of Katif in the Gaza Strip, causing no injuries. Later, Palestinians fired 

additional mortars at Nisanit.  

April 9 

In the afternoon of the second day of Passover, Palestinians fired a mortar 

shell at Atzmona. A school in the community was damaged, but there were 

no injuries. 

April 8 
Late in the first day of Passover, Palestinians fired five mortar shells 

at Nahal Oz and an adjacent IDF post.  

April 7 
On the eve of Passover, Palestinians fired a mortar shell at Elei Sinai. There 

were no injuries. 

April 6 
Palestinians fired mortars on three unspecified Israeli settlements and one 

communal farm in Israel. There were no injuries. 

April 3 

Palestinians fired three mortar shells into the village of Atzmona in the Gaza 

Strip. The shrapnel from one of the mortars sprayed a 10-month-old baby 

and his mother, critically wounding the baby and lightly wounding the 

mother. A group calling itself Hezbollah-Palestine claimed responsibility.  

March 26 Palestinians fired three mortar shells at Morag. No injuries were reported. 

March 21 
Palestinian Authority Force 17 terrorists fired two mortar shells at the town 

of Morag in the Gaza Strip and three mortar shells at Netzarim. 

March 18 

Palestinians fired three mortar shells from the Gaza Strip at the Israeli 

farming community of Nahal Oz, wounding a soldier. This was the first 

Palestinian rocket attack on Israel proper in the Second Intifada. 

March 17 
Palestinians fired an anti-tank missile at the Neve Dekalim industrial zone in 

the Gaza Strip. 

March 8 Palestinians fired two mortar shells at Netzarim. There were no injuries. 

March 4 
Palestinians fired what appeared to be mortar shells at Netzarim. No injuries 

were reported. 

February 22 
Palestinians fired four mortar shells at the towns of Dugit and Elei Sinai in 

the Gaza Strip. 

February 15 Palestinians fired two mortar shells at Netzarim. No injuries were reported. 

February 10 
Palestinians fired a mortar shell at a house in the town of Netzarim. There 

were no injuries. 
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January 30 

Palestinians fired a mortar shell at a house in Netzarim in the Gaza Strip. 

This was the first time Palestinians had used a ballistic weapon against a 

Jewish settlement. The shell penetrated the house's roof but was stopped by a 

concrete ceiling. The family members living in the house were on the ground 

floor at the time, and there were no injuries. 

 

 

Year 2007 

 

January-December A total of 2,807 rockets and mortars were fired at Israel in 2007. 

December 31 

A barrage of 14 mortar bombs and one Qassam rocket landed in open 

areas in the northern and southern Negev. No damage or injuries were 

sustained. 

December 20 

Five Qassam rockets struck Israel at open areas near Sderot and 

Ashkelon. One of the rockets landed in a schoolyard in Sderot, where 

12 pupils had to be treated for shock. 

December 18 
Palestinian groups fired at least 15 Qassam rockets and mortars, 

causing only some damage. 

December 16 

Shrapnel from a rocket lightly to moderately wounded a two-year-old 

boy. His mother was treated for shock. The rocket directly hit a house 

in Kibbutz Zikim 

December 13 
Two more Qassams were fired into Israel; they moderately injured a 

woman in Sderot. 

December 12 
About 20 Qassams were lobbed into Israel, lightly injuring three Israeli 

civilians. 

December 5 

Three Hamas militants were killed overnight while launching mortars 

at Sderot. One of the mortars hit a residential building, causing a 

woman shock and a lot of damage. 
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December 3 
Four IDF soldiers were hurt as a mortar shell exploded near their base 

in Nahal Oz 

December 2 A mortar barrage hits a kibbutz, causing some damage. 

November 26 Three Qassams landed inside Israeli territory. 

November 21 
A rocket barrage of five Qassam rockets and 18 mortar shells hit the 

Western Negev, including several kibbutzim, Sderot and Ashkelon. 

November 15 
Two members of the Fatah-affiliated Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades were 

killed by the IAF while launching Qassams. 

November 4 
Three Qassams were fired into Israel, causing a blackout. Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility. 

November 1 
Eight mortar shells and 13 Qassam rockets were fired at the Western 

Negev within an hour. 

October 31 
Eight mortar shells were fired into Israel, some of them fired from a 

school yard. 

October 26 Seven Qassam rockets were fired into Israel. 

October 25 Ten Qassam rockets were launched, causing no injuries nor damage. 

October 24 

A rocket barrage hit the Western Negev, with five Qassam rockets and 

several mortar shells. None of the rockets inflicted injuries, although a 

house was burnt down. 

October 23 

Eleven Qassam rockets and eight mortar shells hit the Negev. At least 

five struck Sderot, with one hitting an apartment building. The Salah al-

Din Brigades claimed responsibility. 
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October 21-22 
More than 15 Qassam rockets were fired into Israel on October 21 and 

22. 

October 7 
Eight mortar shells, three Qassam rockets and one Katyusha 

rocket landed inside Israeli territory.  

September 26 12 rockets and 20 mortar shells were fired at Sderot. 

September 18 
Four Qassams rained down on Israeli Gaza border communities. 

Nobody claimed responsibility. 

September 10 

Two Qassam rockets were fired at the Zikim Army base. This resulted 

in at least 66 wounded, with at least 10 moderately to seriously. 69 

soldiers were wounded by the rocket; 60+ of them had only light-to 

moderate shrapnel wounds, but four of them were injured seriously. 

One of the four had to have his leg amputated, and another was in a 

critical condition. Both Islamic Jihad and PRC claimed responsibility. 

September 3 

Seven Qassam rockets hit in the Negev. One landed in the courtyard of 

a Sderot day-care center, damaging a building and causing shock to 

twelve people, including some infants. Islamic Jihad claimed 

responsibility. 

August 30 
Three Qassam rockets fired by Palestinian terrorists in the Gaza Strip 

struck open areas in the western Negev. 

August 29 Four Qassam rockets were fired into Israel. 

August 28 

A Sderot resident was moderately injured by shrapnel from a Qassam 

rocket which fell on his house in his bedroom. The Al Aqsa Martyrs 

Brigades claimed responsibility for the attack. Seven other Qassams 

were fired, causing some damage and two people suffer shock. 

August 27 A Qassam rocket was fired into Israeli territory.  

August 23 Eight Qassam rockets hit in the Negev. 
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August 22 A Qassam rocket landed in Sderot. 

August 21 
Two Qassam rockets were fired into Israel, one hitting a kindergarten, 

injuring and shocking some people. 

August 20 
Six members of the armed wing of Hamas fired Qassams and mortar 

shells into Israeli territory.  

August 17 
Three Qassams and 13 mortar shells were fired into Israel by the 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad. No casualties or damage were reported. 

August 6 

A rocket launched from northern Gaza landed in a kindergarten 

schoolyard in Sderot. The Al-Quds Brigades, the military wing 

of Islamic Jihad, took credit for the attack, which caused damaged to 

nearby buildings, including two other kindergartens and a public 

elementary school.  

August 4 Three Qassam rockets were fired at Sderot, injuring three people. 

August 1 Four Qassam rockets fired into Israel, causing some damage. 

July 26 
More than 10 mortar shells and Qassam rockets were fired at Israel this 

week, causing some damage and injuring three. 

July 19 
Four Qassam rockets struck southern Israel, damaging several buildings 

and causing five people to suffer from shock. 

July 12  Islamic Jihad fired a Qassam rocket to Sderot. Nobody was injured. 

July 10 

Eleven mortar shells were fired into Israeli territory in three separate 

barrages. Two buildings contained damage, but there were no 

casualties. Palestinian Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility. 

July 9 
Three Qassams were fired into Israel, causing damage but no injuries. 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility. 
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July 8 

Five Qassam rockets were fired into Israel. Four landed in open areas, 

but one landed near a college in Sderot. Nobody was injured. Islamic 

Jihad claimed responsibility. Five Qassam rockets struck the Western 

Negev with three striking near Sapir College. The attack did not result 

in any reported casualties and caused damage to a building undergoing 

construction. The Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades claimed 

responsibility for the attack. 

July 5 

Three mortars shells and two Qassam rockets were fired into Israel, 

causing no damage or injuries. Hamas and Islamic Jihad both claimed 

responsibility. 

June 20 

Nine Qassam rockets struck the western Negev injuring three with 

shrapnel and causing shock in at least seven reported cases. In Sderot, 

rockets damaged two homes and a synagogue. Two of the rockets 

struck near Kibbutz Nir Am, injuring no one but causing a power 

outage in the area by damaging a high-tension wire. Islamic Jihad 

claimed responsibility for four of the rockets. 

June 18 

A Qassam rocket fired from Gaza struck a factory, containing 

hazardous materials, in Sderot. The attack resulted in a leak of gaseous 

caustic soda and prompted the response of police, fire-fighting forces, 

and teams specialized in dealing with hazardous materials who sealed 

the leak and removed the poisonous materials. 

June 6 
Hamas fired eight mortar shells at the Erez Crossing, damaging the site, 

and causing a fire on the Gaza side of the border. 

June 5 

Two Qassam rockets were fired towards Israel from the Gaza Strip. 

One landed near Sderot and one landed inside the Gaza Strip; neither 

caused injuries. 

June 3 

Four IDF soldiers were injured, one moderately and three lightly, near 

the Erez crossing in the northern Gaza Strip. They were hurt after three 

mortar rounds hit their location. Hamas claimed responsibility. Two 

other mortar shells landed in other areas of the Gaza Strip. 

June 1 
Four Qassam rockets were fired towards Israel from the Gaza Strip. 

Two of the rockets landed near a Negev kibbutz, causing some damage 

to a garage. Another rocket hit a kibbutz south of Ashkelon and caused 
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serious damage to a warehouse. The fourth rocket landed in the Gaza 

Strip. 

May 31 Three Qassam rockets were fired into Israel, but caused no injuries. 

May 30 
Six Qassam rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip hit western Negev. 

One rocket hit a power line and an apartment building in Sderot. 

May 29 

Seventeen Qassams hit the Negev, three landed in Sderot. The Popular 

Resistance Committees and the Democratic Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine claimed responsibility for the attacks. 

May 28 
Seven rockets struck Sderot in southern Israel, but no injuries were 

reported. 

May 27 

Two Qassam rockets landed in Sderot, Israel. Oshri Oz, 36, was killed 

when a Qassam rocket struck near his car. One other man was wounded 

and other residents suffered from shock. Another Qassam rocket later 

hit Sderot injuring one Israeli civilian. 

May 26 
Five Qassam rockets were fired at Israel from the Gaza Strip, though no 

people were injured. 

May 25 
A mortar landed near the Erez Crossing. No injuries were reported, but 

the structure was somewhat damaged. 

May 23 

Terrorists fired eight rockets at southern Israel, but no injuries were 

reported. A total of nine Qassam rocket were fired toward the western 

Negev. 

May 22 Hamas fired ten rockets into Israel. 

May 21 

A first round of five rockets were fired towards Sderot, one striking the 

city, two landing south of Ashkelon, and two striking the western 

Negev. A Qassam rocket that struck Sderot killed an Israeli woman. A 

second round of three rockets was later fired towards Israel, which 

landed near a kibbutz in the western Negev. A third series launched two 
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more rockets towards Israel. No injuries were reported from these 

attacks. 

May 20 
Ten rockets were fired from Gaza with four landing in southern Israel, 

but no injuries were reported. 

May 18 
In a Qassam rocket attack on Sderot three people were injured. Twenty 

rockets were fired at a kibbutz in Sderot. 

May 17 
Two people in Sderot were slightly injured by one of the ten rockets 

that landed on Israeli territory. 

May 16 
Thirty Qassam rockets were fired at the Western Negev, leaving two 

residents of Sderot injured. Ten others suffered from shock. 

March 18 
Al-Quds Brigades fired five Qassam rockets from the Gaza Strip to 

Israel. 

 

 

Incendiary Balloons attack, Eshkol Region, Israel, May 10, 2021 Credit: Amnon Ziv 
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Year 2010 

December 

19 - 31 

Two (2) rocket hits were identified in the western Negev (December 28 and 

30). They fell in open areas. There were no casualties and no damage. Three 

mortar shell hits were identified in the western Negev 

December 

21 - 28 

Five (5) mortar shell hits were identified in Israel territory, most of which fell 

in open areas. On December 24 a rocket hit was identified in an open area in 

the western Negev. There were no casualties and no damage. 

December 

15 - 21 

15 mortar shells were fired at the western Negev. On December 20, 12 

mortar shells were fired and landed in open areas. On December 19 three 

mortar shells were fired and landed in open areas. There were no casualties 

and no damage. A rocket hit was identified on December 21. It fell in the 

western Negev. A young woman sustained minor injuries. 

December 8 

Two (2) rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory. There were no 

casualties and no damage. In addition, six mortar shells were fired into the 

western Negev, two on December 7 and four on December 8. In the 

December 8 attack an Israeli civilian sustained minor injuries. 

December 1 

- 7 

Two (2) rocket hits and one mortar shell hit were recorded in the western 

Negev. On December 6 one of the rockets fell in the western Negev, causing 

no injuries or damage. 

November 

16 - 22 

Six (6) mortar shells were fired into Israeli territory. They fell in open areas 

in the western Negev. There were no casualties and no damage. At least one 

of the mortar shells contained phosphorous. On November 16 a rocket hit 

was identified in an open area in the western Negev, causing damage to 

property. On November 19, three rocket hits were identified, including a 122 

mm Grad rocket in Ofakim. There was damage to property and livestock. 

November 6 One (1) rocket hit was identified in the western Negev. 

October 26 - 

31 

Two (2) mortar shells were fired at an IDF force conducting routine security 

activity. There were no casualties and no damage. 

October 25 
A number of mortar shells were fired at an IDF force conducting routine 

patrols. Three mortar shell hits were identified in the western Negev. 

October 6 - 

12 

One (1) mortar shell hit and one (1) rocket hit were identified in Israeli 

territory. 

Sept 27 - 

Oct 5 
Two (2) rockets fell in Israeli territory in the western Negev. 

September 

22 - 26 
One (1) rocket hit was identified in Israeli territory. 
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September 

15 - 21 

Nine (9) mortar shells were fired into Israeli territory, eight of them on 

September 15. They fell in open areas in the western Negev. There were no 

casualties and no damage. 

September 7 

- 14 

Increase in rocket fire targeting the western Negev. During the week (which 

included Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year) nine (9) rocket hits were 

identified in Israel. Most of them fell in open areas. There were no casualties 

and no damage. 

September 1 

- 6 

One (1) rocket hit was identified in the western Negev. There were no 

casualties and no damage. 

August 

On August 16 two Kassam rockets fell in the northwestern Negev. On the 

morning of August 17 two mortar shells were fired at an IDF force near the 

security fence. Two soldiers sustained minor wounds. Two mortar shells 

fell in an open area in the northwestern Negev. On August 16 Israeli security 

forces prevented an attack against IDF forces with an IED near the security 

fence in the southern Gaza Strip. One of the terrorists was killed - a 

prominent member of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad who took part in the 

exchange of fire five months ago in which an IDF soldier was killed -  and 

an IDF soldier sustained minor wounds. On August 2 six (6) rockets were 

fired at Israel. Three fell in Eilat. There were no casualties. Two rockets fell 

in the Jordanian city of Aqaba. A Jordanian civilian was killed and five 

were wounded, one of them critically. 

July 28 - 31 

On July 30 a 122mm Grad rocket fell in the southern city of Ashkelon, 

sending one Israeli woman into shock. On July 31 a rocket fell near an 

educational building in the western Negev. There were no casualties but the 

building was severely damaged. 

July 20 - 27 

Five (5) rocket hits were identified, four of them on July 24. There were no 

casualties and no damage. On July 20 a mortar shell was fired at an IDF force 

on routine patrol along the security fence. 

July 14 - 19 
One (1) mortar shell was fired at IDF soldiers on a routine patrol along the 

security fence. 

June 24 - 30 

On June 24, 12 mortar shells were fired from the Beit Hanoun region at an 

IDF force engaged in routine security activities. Six fell in Israeli territory. 

The force was also attacked with light arms fire. On June 28 a mortar shell 

was fired at an IDF armored vehicle. The vehicle was damaged. On June 30 

one rocket his was identified in the western Negev. A local factory was 

damaged. 

June 16 - 22 

Two (2) rocket hits were identified near the security fence in the western 

Negev. There were no casualties and no damage. A number of IEDs were 

detonated and light arms were fired at IDF patrols near the security fence. 
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June 9 - 15 

One (1) rocket hit was identified in the western Negev. On June 9 an IED 

exploded near an IDF force on routine patrol near the security fence in the 

southern Gaza Strip and on June 14 near an IDF force carrying out routine 

security activities in the southern Gaza Strip. There were no casualties and no 

damage. 

June 1 - 8 

Six (6) rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory, three on May 31 and 

three on June 1. All the rockets fell in open areas. There were no casualties 

and no damage. Also, on June 1 an anti-tank missile was fired at an IDF 

force engaged in routine security activity near the border fence in the 

southern Gaza Strip. On two occasions (June 1 and 7) the Israeli Air Force 

attacked rocket-launching squads which were about to fire rockets into the 

western Negev. On the morning of June 1 an IDF force identified two 

terrorist operatives who crossed the security fence in the southern Gaza Strip. 

During the ensuing exchange of fire, the terrorists were killed. On June 7 an 

IDF force attacked a commando terrorist squad at sea. The squad was 

apparently on its way to Israel from the sea to carry out a terrorist attack. 

Four members of the squad were killed. 

May 26 - 31 

Seven (7) rocket hits were identified in the western Negev (five of them on 

May 26). The rockets fell in open areas. There were no casualties and no 

damage. 

May 18 - 25 

Two (2) rockets fell in Israeli territory (May 19 and 20). They exploded in 

open areas. On May 21, two terrorists infiltrated into Israeli territory near 

Nirim in the western Negev. IDF forces shot and killed them. Two assault 

weapons and magazines were found near the bodies. On the evening of May 

21, during a routine patrol in the southern Gaza Strip, an IDF scout was 

seriously wounded by sniper fire. On May 25 an IDF force identified a 

suspicious Palestinian driving a wagon close to the security fence. After he 

distanced himself from the wagon, which was apparently booby trapped, it 

exploded. There were no casualties. 

May 11 - 17 

One (1) mortar shell was fired at an IDF force carrying out routine operations 

near the security fence; civilian engineers working near the security fence 

and IDF force carrying out routine activities near the Kissufim post were 

attacked with light arms (May 12); two IEDs exploded near an IDF force 

carrying out routine operations at the security fence, damaging the fence 

(May 14). 

May 4 - 10 

One (1) rocket hit was identified in the western Negev. There were no 

casualties and no damage. IDF soldiers were attacked twice with light arms 

near the border fence. 

April 27 - 

May 3 

Small arms fire was opened several times on IDF soldiers engaged in routine 

security activities near the border fence. There were no injuries. 
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April 25 

Light-arms fire targeted civilians engaged in non-military activities near the 

security fence. There were no casualties. On the same day, an IDF force 

found three mines near the security fence in the central Gaza Strip. 

April 11 - 16 

On April 16, an IDF force identified a suspicious figure apparently trying to 

set an IED near the security fence along the Gaza Strip, near Kfar Aza. The 

terrorist threw a grenade at the force. The IDF force returned fire and killed 

him. In the early morning hours of April 13 an IDF force identified a terrorist 

squad in placing an IED near the security fence close to the Kissufim 

crossing. 

March 24 - 

April 6 

A total of five (5) rocket hits were identified in Israeli territory; four others 

fell inside the Gaza Strip. Three (3) mortar shells were also fired, two at an 

IDF force during the incident on March 26. There were no casualties. 

Responsibility for the rocket and mortar shell fire was claimed by the 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 

and Fatah’s Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades. On March 26 an IDF officer and 

soldier were killed and four others were wounded near the Kissufim 

crossing in the central Gaza Strip. The Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, 

Hamas' military-terrorist wing, claimed responsibility for the incident. 

March 16 - 

23 

Significant increase in the number of rockets fired into the western Negev, 

with nine (9) identified rocket hits. Five other rockets fell inside the Gaza 

Strip. On March 18 a rocket hit a greenhouse in Netiv Ha'asara, killing a 

Thai worker. He was the first rocket fire victim since Operation Cast Lead. 

March 10 - 

15 

Two (2) rocket hits were identified from Gaza firing at the western Negev. 

There were no casualties. On March 14 light arms were fired at a motorized 

IDF patrol moving along the border security fence. There were no casualties. 

Feb 25 - 

March 1 

On February 25, 2010 patrol found a rocket launcher and rocket near the 

security fence. The launcher was detonated in a controlled explosion by IDF 

experts. On March 1 an IDF tank shot at a squad of Palestinians who 

approached the security fence near Beit Lahiya in the northern Gaza Strip, 

killing one terrorist and wounding others. A search of the area revealed a 

mortar and detonation system. An anti-tank missile was fired at the searchers. 

There were no casualties reported. 

February 17 

- 23 

Two hits (apparently mortar shells) were identified near the security fence 

inside the Gaza Strip. The Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine 

claimed responsibility for the fire, aimed at an IDF force. On February 18 an 

IED was detonated against an IDF patrol, lightly wounding one soldier. 

February 10 

- 16 

One (1) rocket hit was identified in the western Negev. There were no 

casualties and no damage. On February 10, a squad of suspicious 

Palestinians was identified and fired on near the Erez crossing. 
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February 1 - 

9 

Two (2) rocket hits (Feb 3 and 7) were identified in open areas near 

population centers. There were no casualties and no damage. 

January 21 - 

31 

Two (2) rocket hits were identified in open areas in the western Negev. There 

were no casualties and no damage. 

January 13 - 

20 

Three (3) rocket hits and one (1) mortar shell hit were identified in open areas 

in the western Negev. In addition, a number of rockets and mortar shells were 

fired and landed in the Gaza Strip. There were no casualties and no damage. 

January 6 - 

12 

Seven (7) rocket hits were identified in Israel, most on January 7. In 

addition, an IDF force was shot at near the Karni crossing (Jan 7), and an 

IED exploded near an IDF force patrolling along the security fence (Jan 10). 

January 1 - 5 

Two (2) rocket hits were identified in the western Negev. For the first time 

since Operation Cast Lead, a rocket hit was identified in the southern Israeli 

city of Netivot (Jan 2). Responsibility was claimed by the military-terrorist 

wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. There were no 

casualties. One woman was treated for shock. In addition, a mortar shell was 

fired at an IDF force near the security fence (Jan 4) and four mortar shells 

were fired at the Kerem Shalom and a rocket at the Kissufim crossings (Jan 

1). 

 

Year 2014 

December 

19 
1 rocket 

A rocket fired from the Gaza strip landed in 

the Eshkol Regional Council, no injuries were 

reported.  In response to this attack, Israel 

carried out its first air strikes in Palestinian 

territory since the end of Operation Protective 

Edge.  Israeli Air Force jets struck a Hamas 

training camp in the southern Gaza Strip.  

October 31 1 rocket 

A Qassam rocket fired from within the Gaza 

Strip struck Southern Israel in the Eshkol 

region. The rocket was originally thought to 

have fallen and exploded within Gaza, so no 

Code Red sirens were sounded.  In response to 

this attack, the Israeli government closed the 

Erez and Kerem Shalom border crossings on 

November 1, reopening them 2 days later on 

November 4.  Hamas's security forces arrested 

5 individuals who them believe were behind the 

attack.  
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September 

16 
1 rocket 

For the first time since the cease-fire took effect 

on August 26, a rocket fired from Palestinian 

territory screamed through the sky and landed 

in Israel. The rocket landed near the Gaza 

border, in-between Eshkol and Sdot Negev. No 

Palestinian group has claimed responsibility for 

the attack, no injuries or major damage 

reported.  

August 26 

100+ rockets and an 

unconfirmed 

number of mortars 

More than 100 rockets were fired from Gaza 

into Israel on Tuesday August 26 before the 

cease-fire was announced. Multiple rockets 

were intercepted by the Iron Dome, and at least 

2 fell within the Gaza Strip.  2 people were 

killed and multiple people injured when a 

mortar hit Eshkol regional council.  A home in 

Ashkelon suffered a direct hit and there were 

multiple injuries from shrapnel, and a rocket hit 

a playground in Ashdod.  

August 25 
130+ rockets and at 

least 30 mortars 

At least 130 rockets and at least 30 

mortars were fired from Hamas's militants into 

Israel on August 25.  Hamas took responsibility 

for an M75 rocket launched at Tel Aviv.  Late 

afternoon saw a drastic increase in mortar and 

rocket fire, with the Iron dome intercepting one 

rocket bound for Ben Gurion Airport.  Israeli 

military responded to rockets coming from 

Lebanon by firing artillery shells at the site of 

the launch.  The Iron Dome struck down a 

rocket above a main shopping center in Ashdod, 

sending debris crashing through the mall's glass 

ceiling and injuring multiple people.  Multiple 

injuries reported including a woman from 

Eshkol hit by shrapnel.  

August 24 

60+ rockets and an 

unconfirmed 

number of mortars 

At least 60 rockets and an unconfirmed 

number of mortars were fired from Hamas's 

militants into Israel on August 24.  2 

rockets were also confirmed to have been fired 

from Syria into the Golan Heights.  The 

intention and responsibility for these rockets 

has not yet been ascertained.  These rockets 

were either intercepted by the Iron Dome or hit 

open areas in Eshkol and Sdot Negev.  Hamas 

once again tried to fire on Tel Aviv.  
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August 23 

93 rockets and an 

unconfirmed 

number of mortars 

93 rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip into 

Israel on August 23 including 2 rockets fired 

from Lebanon.  Multiple injuries reported and 

multiple buildings were damaged.  

August 22 

50+ rockets and an 

unconfirmed 

number of mortars 

More than 50 rockets were fired from the 

Gaza Strip towards Israel on August 22, 

including one that struck a home in Sha'ar 

HaNegev and killed a 4 year old boy.  Daniel 

Tregerman was playing with his family when a 

red alert siren sounded and a mortar slammed 

into the side of his home.  He was killed by 

shrapnel and was laid to rest later in the 

weekend.  Rockets were also fired at Tel Aviv. 

August 21 
104 rockets and 12 

mortars 

104 rockets and twelve mortars were fired 

towards Israel on August 21.  After heavy 

rocket fire pounded Southern Israel in the 

morning, an Israeli man was seriously injured 

by shrapnel as a Hamas rocket hit an Eshkol 

building.  The man was attending his son's third 

birthday celebration at his son's school when 

the sirens went off and he immediately rushed 

to get all of the children inside.  He was hit by 

shrapnel as the bomb exploded outside of the 

school.  A number of cows were killed when a 

projectile hit the barn that they were in.  

August 20 168 rockets 

One hundred and sixty-eight rockets were fired 

from Gaza into Israel today. No injuries 

reported. .  Hamas fired two rockets at an Israeli 

gas installation off the Gaza coast.  

August 19 50 rockets 

50 rockets were fired from Gaza during the 

newly agreed to 24-hour extension to the 

previous week's 5-day cease-fire. Hamas's 

militants broke the cease-fire early in the 

morning with a barrage of 5 rockets, and Israel 

retaliated with air strikes on 25 locations.  One 

of these rockets struck an Israeli highway, 

others hit open areas in Eshkol and 

Beersheba.  No injuries reported.  

August 14 1 rocket 

A single rocket was fired from Gaza into 

Israel, landing in an open area in Eshkol.  No 

injuries reported.  
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August 13 7 rockets 

7 rockets were fired at Israel from Gaza, the 

Iron Dome intercepted one and the others 

landed in open areas.  No injuries reported.  

August 11 8 rockets 
8 rockets were fired into separate parts of Israel 

hours before the end of the 72-hour ceasefire. 

August 10 39 rockets 

The Iron Dome intercepted four rockets, 

while 35 hit open areas in Eshkol, Sderot and 

Ashkelon. No injuries reported. 

August 9 30 rockets 
30 rockets hit open areas in Eshkol and Hof 

Ashkelon.  No injuries reported. 

August 8 51 rockets 

After the cease-fire ended, rockets immediately 

started being shot from Gaza.  2 overnight 

before the cease-fire ended, and a volley of "at 

least" 35 rockets at 8a.m. immediately 

following the cease-fire's end.  

August 4 57 rockets 

31 rockets were fired at Israel in just a few 

hours during a cease-fire that was supposed to 

last from 10a.m. to 5p.m.  26 were fired 

later in the day.  No injuries reported.  

August 3 
119 rockets and 

mortars 

119 rockets and mortars were fired towards 

Israel, with the Iron Dome taking down 8.  No 

injuries reported.  

August 2 84 rockets 
84 rockets were fired towards Israel, no injuries 

reported.  

August 1 16 rockets 

16 rockets were fired at Israel, many landing in 

Eshkol Regional Council and Sha'ar 

HaNegev.  No injuries reported. 

July 31 

Unconfirmed 

number of mortar 

and 32 rockets 

32 rockets were fired at Israel, multiple 

impacts.  3 injuries: 14-year-old who had cut 

her leg, a 60-year-old man who fell and 

sustained moderate injuries, and a Chinese 

construction worker.  

July 30 

Unconfirmed 

number of mortar 

and 141 rockets 

141 rockets were fired at Israel for an 

unconfirmed number of impacts. No one was 

injured. 
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July 29 

Unconfirmed 

number of mortar 

and 79 rockets 

79 rockets were fired at Israel for an 

unconfirmed number of impacts. No one was 

injured. 

July 28 

Unconfirmed 

number of mortar 

and 6 rocket hits 

At least four people were killed, while at least 

six others were wounded, some seriously and 

critically, by mortar fire on Eshkol near the 

Gaza border early Monday evening. Because 

this was a mortar and not a rocket, there was no 

Code Red siren. 

Elsewhere, three rockets hit open areas in 

Eshkol and Iron Dome intercepted three more. 

July 16-27 814 Rocket hits 
814 rockets hit open areas throughout Israel 

between the 16th and 27th of July. 

July 15 

Unconfirmed 

number of rocket 

hits 

At least 105 rockets fired at Israel after Hamas 

rejects ceasefire proposal. An Israeli civilian is 

killed at the Erez crossing by a mortar attack 

from Gaza. Two sisters, aged 11 and 13, from a 

Bedouin village near Beersheba, are seriously 

wounded. 

July 11 

Unconfirmed 

number of rocket 

hits 

Three rockets are fired at Israel from Southern 

Lebanon, one striking an open field in Metula, 

with no reported injuries. An unconfirmed 

number of rockets fired from Gaza were 

intercepted on their way to Haifa, Hadera, and 

Zichron Yaakov. A fire started in Ashdod 

after one rocket hit a gas station, injuring eight. 

July 10 
192 rocket hits, 

several mortar hits 

Three rockets are fired at Beersheba, but are 

intercepted by the Iron Dome. Later in the 

day, two rockets hit Beersheba, one causing 

four injuries. One rocket strikes farm land near 

the Be'er Tuvia Regional Council. Several 

rockets are fired at Ashdod, destroying a house, 

causing a gasoline explosion, injuring one 

woman. Two IDF soldiers are injured by mortar 

fire in Eshkol. Four rockets were intercepted 

over Tel Aviv; an unconfirmed number 

targeting the greater area hit lightly-populated 

locations. No casualties are reported. 

July 9 103 rocket hits 

Hamas's terrorists in Gaza assumed 

responsibility for an unconfirmed number of 

rocket strikes. 20 Israeli cities report rocket fire 

or air-raid sirens on and around 8:30 in the 
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morning. The Iron Dome intercepts 21 of a 

confirmed 103 rockets fired. No injuries are 

reported. Damage is reported to a house in 

Eshkol and a fire was contained in Yeruham. 

July 8 117 rocket hits 

Operation Protective Edge begins. 

Rockets were fired at Tel Aviv for the first time 

since 2012. An unconfirmed number of rockets 

targeting Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Beersheba 

are intercepted by the Iron Dome. No injuries 

and only light damage is reported. Rockets will 

continue throughout this operation. 

July 7 80+ rocket hits 

Hamas claimed to have fired 100 rockets across 

Southern Israel. The Iron Dome 

intercepted three rockets targeting the Eshkol 

area. One rocket hits an open field in 

Beersheba. One rocket hit the Eshkol Regional 

Council, injuring one IDF soldier. Soldiers 

were attacked by a rocket-propelled grenade 

along the Gaza border, injuring one. The IDF 

confirmed 80 rocket hits on the day. 

July 6 25+ rocket hits 

Seven rockets target Sha'ar Hanegev, four 

hitting a kibbutz. Two rockets hit Eshkol, 

causing small fire that was quickly contained. 

Rocket hits were confirmed in Sderot and Hof 

Ashkelon. 

July 5 
Several rocket and 

mortar hits 

.One rocket was fired at the Eshkol Regional 

Council, landing in a field, lightly injuring an 

IDF soldier. An undetermined number of 

rockets and mortars were fired at Southern 

Israel throughout the afternoon, one being 

intercepted by the Iron Dome. One rocket was 

fired at Beersheba. 

July 4 

Twenty-five (25) 

rocket hits, several 

mortar hits 

Four rockets are fired at Sderot. One is 

intercepted by the Iron Dome. Two 

rockets targeting Okafim are intercepted by the 

Iron Dome. Seven rockets land in open fields 

in greater Southern Israel. One rocket was fired 

at an IDF instillation near the Gaza border, but 

missed. Seven rockets were fired at Eshkol. 

Two mortars are launched at Sderot. An 

undetermined number of mortars are fired at 

Keren Shalom, but only one hits. No known 

injuries. 
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July 3 
Twelve (12) rocket 

hits 

One rocket hits Sderot after midnight. Ten 

rockets are fired at Sderot and greater Southern 

Israel in the early morning hours. One rocket is 

fired at Ofakim. Four homes in Sderot are hit. A 

summer camp was hit, but the rocket failed to 

detonate. No casualties are reported. 

July 2 
Thirteen (13) rocket 

hits, nine mortar hits 

Gaza terrorists fire five rockets towards the 

Sdot Negev regional council, three 

rockets towards Ofakim, two rockets at 

Ashkelon, three rockets at Eshkol. In the 

afternoon and midnight hours, nine mortars hit 

the Eshkol area. The Iron Dome intercepted two 

rockets, and the rest landed in fields. No 

injuries or damage reported. 

July 1 

Five (5) rocket hits, 

undetermined 

number of mortar 

hits 

Terrorist's fire five rockets overnight at the 

Eshkol area. One falls in an open field near the 

regional council. Damage to vehicles and a 

packaging factory is reported, but no injuries. 

June 30 
Sixteen (16) rocket 

hits, one mortar hit 

Gaza terrorists fire sixteen rockets in the early 

morning hours. Most of the rockets landed in 

open areas near Eshkol. One caused light 

damage to a home. No injuries. 

June 29 Four (4) rocket hits 

Four rockets were fired from Gaza into the 

south of Israel. Two were intercepted by Iron 

Dome, and two fell in an open area near the 

border fence. 

June 28 Several rocket hits 

Terrorists in the Gaza Strip fired several 

rockets. Two struck factories in Sderot, causing 

it to burn down. All other rockets hit an open 

area. 

June 27 
Six (6) rocket hits, 

one mortar hit 

Six rockets launched from the Gaza Strip, four 

fell in open field, two intercepted by Iron Dome 

on route to Ashkelon. Mortar fire damaged 

military vehicle. 

June 24 Several rocket hits 
Two rockets intercepted by Iron Dome, and a 

third lands in the south near Sderot. 

June 21 Four (4) rocket hits 

A rocket was fired into Hof Ashkelon Regional 

Council, damaging a road. In the evening three 

rockets were fired at the Sdot Negev and Sha'ar 

HaNegev Regional Councils. All rockets 



24 
 

exploded in the open area. No damages or 

injuries were reported 

June 21 Four (4) rocket hits 

A rocket was fired into Hof Ashkelon Regional 

Council, damaging a road. In the evening three 

rockets were fired at the Sdot Negev and Sha'ar 

HaNegev Regional Councils. All rockets 

exploded in the open area. No damages or 

injuries were reported 

June 19 Two (2) rocket hits 

A rocket fired from Gaza struck an open field 

near Sderot. Later a rocket fired at Ashkelon 

was intercepted by Iron Dome. 

June 18 Two (2) rocket hits 

Two rockets fired from Gaza hit into a Sha'ar 

Hanegev Regional Council community and 

caused light damage to a structure. 

June 16 One (1) rocket hit 
A rocket from Gaza landed in an open area in 

Ashkelon region. 

June 15 Four (4) rocket hits 

A series of explosions were heard in the 

evening in Asheklon, as four rockets had been 

fired from Gaza. Two were intercepted by Iron 

Dome, causing fragments to fall across the city. 

No injuries or significant damage. 

June 14 Three (3) rocket hits 

Hof Ashkelon reports two of three 

rockets fired from Gaza landed in the region. 

No injuries or damage. 

June 11 One (1) rocket hit 

One rocket fired from Gaza came close to 

hitting a main road in southern Israel, but 

landed in a nearby field without causing any 

injuries. 

June 1 One (1) rocket hit 

Early morning attack on Eshkol region. One 

rocket landed in a field and no damage was 

reported. 

May 23 One (1) rocket hit 

Sha'ar HaNegev Regional Council reported one 

rocket explosion in open field. No damage or 

injuries. 

May 1 One (1) rocket hit 
A rocket hit an open area in Eshkol. No injuries 

or damage. 
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April 24 One (1) mortar hit 
Mortar shell exploded near the fence in 

southern Gaza. No injuries or damage. 

April 23 Three (3) rocket hits 

Three rockets landed in the Hof Ashkelon and 

Sha'ar HaNegev Regional Councils, after rocket 

alert sirens. No injuries. 

April 21 Seven (7) rocket hits 

Terrorists fired seven rockets during the last 

day of the Passover holiday. First three hit 

uninhabited areas and caused no damage. 

Another two-cause light damage in Sderot. 

April 16 Several rocket hits 
Gaza terrorists launched several rockets at 

south Israel. No injuries or damage reported 

April 13 
Three (3) mortar 

hits 

One mortar shell landed close to the security 

fence in an open field, and late that night two 

more mortars were fired at Israeli soldiers. No 

injuries. 

April 9 

One (1) rocket hit 

and one (1) mortar 

hit 

Early morning alert in Asheklon Region, a 

rocket fell short. That evening a mortar landed 

in a kibbutz in the Sha'ar Hanegev Regional 

Council. Damage was reported but no injuries. 

April 5 One (1) rocket hit 
Terrorists in Gaza fire a rocket into Israel. No 

injuries or damage reported. 

April 4 One (1) rocket hit 

In the Hof Ashkelon Regional Council, a 

rocket exploded in the open area, close to the 

border fence. No injuries or damage were 

reported. 

April 1 Three (3) rocket hits 
Three rockets were fired at Eilat, intercepted 

by Iron Dome. 

March 12 - 

13 

Sixteen (16) rocket 

hits 

At least 16 rocket hits were identified in Israeli 

territory, out of over 78 rockets that Gaza 

terrorists fired, in the largest barrage of rockets 

since during Operation Pillar of Defense. Iron 

Dome intercepted at least five of the rockets. In 

response, the IDF hit terror locations in the 

northern and southern ends of the Gaza Strip 

with artillery fire. 

January 15 

- 21 

Thirteen (13) rocket 

hits 

A total of 13 rocket hits were identified in 

Israeli territory. The peak was a barrage of five 

rockets fired at Ashkelon on January 15. On 
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January 20, two rockets were fired at Eilat. 

There were no casualties and no damage 

reported in any of the attacks. 

January 13 Two (2) rocket hits 

Two rockets were fired from Gaza at Israel only 

a short time after world leaders and guests had 

left the burial ceremony for deceased former 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. The 

rockets landed in an open area near the border 

fence. No casualties or damage was reported. 

January 8 
Three (3) mortar 

hits 

Three mortar shells were fired at an area near 

the security fence. There were no casualties and 

no damage reported. The military-terrorist 

wings of the Democratic Front for the 

Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) and the Popular 

Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 

separately claimed responsibility for the mortar 

shell fire. 

January 2 One (1) rocket hit 

A rocket hit was identified in an open area in 

the western Negev. There were no casualties 

and no damage reported. 

 

 

 
Kindergarten in southern Israel during rocket attack from the Gaza Strip. (Photo: Sivan Besa, 
KKL-JNF Photo Archive) 
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Year 2020 
 

December 

26 

2 

Rockets 
Two rockets were intercepted over Ashkelon. 

November 

21 

1 

Rocket 
One rocket was fired toward Ashkelon. 

November 

14 

2 

Rockets 

Two rockets were fired toward Ashdod 

and Kibbutz Palmachim. There were no reports of damage or 

injuries. 

October 

22 

2 

Rockets 

Two rockets were fired toward Ashkelon. One rocket fell in 

an open field, while the second was intercepted by the Iron 

Dome system. 

October 

16 

1 

Rocket 

Palestinian terrorists in the Gaza Strip fired 1 rocket 

into Israel which apparently exploded in an open field. 

September 

15 

13 

Rockets 

The Iron Dome missile defense system intercepted eight 

of 13 rockets. At least two people were injured and several 

cars damaged by shrapnel near a mall in Ashdod. Six 

pedestrians also were injured as panicked shoppers ran for 

shelters.  

August 21 
12 

Rockets 

At least 12 rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip into Israel. 

One landed near a house in Sderot on Friday, causing 

extensive damage.  

August 16 
2 

Rockets 

Two rockets were  intercepted by air defense batteries. The 

municipality of Sderot said that one house had been hit by 

shrapnel. An Israeli man of 58 was slightly injured by broken 

glass and a house near Sderot had taken a direct hit from a 

rocket. Only property was damaged. 

August 2 
1 

Rocket 
One rocket fired from Gaza was intercepted by Iron Dome. 

July 5 
3 

Rockets 

Two rockets hit open terrain in southern Israel, and no 

casualties or damage were reported. A third was intercepted 

by Israeli air defense. 

June 26 
2 

Rockets 

Two rockets were fired from Gaza that caused no injuries or 

damage. 

June 15 
1 

Rocket 

One rocket was fired into southern Israel, striking an empty 

field, causing no injuries or damage. 
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May 5 
1 

Rocket 

One rocket was fired from Gaza at Israeli communities near 

the border for the first time in over 40 days. 

Feb 23-24 
90 

Rockets 

Over the course of Sunday and Monday, some 90 

rockets were fired at Israel from the Gaza Strip — most of 

them by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad terror group — and 

approximately 90 percent of those heading toward populated 

areas were intercepted by the Iron Dome system. 

 
 

 

A house in Petah Tikva, Israel, that was hit this week by a rocket fired from the Gaza Strip. 
Credit: Dan Balilty for The New York Times 
 

Main highlights: In all three subjects of the case studies, the interviewees  

reported a wide range  of impacts, such as emotional, personal ,familial, and  

social costs: sadness  and  depression, post-traumatic stress, "stopping life",  

career delays, family life disorders and social loneliness . 

Most of  the victims  prefer to receive support from their own family and  

immediate surroundings and rely on personal  and communal resilience. Most 

of the interviewees preferred not to ask for assistance  from professional  

organizations . 

When examining  the change of attitudes regarding the conflict, we found the 

impact to be bilateral.  Among some of the interviewees, we saw some  
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radicalization in personal attitudes and increased distrust, while  the  other  part 

of the interviewees noted that what happened to them should increase the 

efforts to find a solution to the conflict. They  perceived their personal 

experience as an isolated event that stemmed from  the geopolitical situation 

and  did not convert it into  a position  of distrust towards  the other side. 

 Among interviewees  who were less involved or exposed to hardships we  

found expressions of identification with those who were exposed to hardships. 

Some of them have reported that they understand the radicalization of  

attitudes  and some were similarly affected by  the  events. However, their 

reactions  on  all levels  were much  more  moderate. Like reactions  of  direct 

casualties, there were  those who strengthened their positions of supporting  

the conflict resolution.  

The  significant finding is that the events, even those extreme in nature, 

did not affect the adoption of new positions, but mainly intensified  

existing ones. Among most of the interviewees, the source of the  

various positions  -  supporting or opposing peace process  -  is  

ideological, religious  and related to the environment and  social 

affiliation . 

 

Main Findings 

Although many civilians were personally  exposed to terrorist attacks,  for 

most of the  public in Israel, the stress condition emerges from various factors. 

It can be said  that over the years the Israeli public has become accustomed  

to situations of war  and terrorism1. During the  second intifada, the Israeli 

public could reasonably predict that after a certain terrorist attack, another  

event would  follow. Deadly terrorism has  become part of  the country's civil 

standard of living.  But it was impossible to  predict where  the next attack  

would be, when it would occur  and who would be  harmed. This is a significant 

factor of anxiety . 

 
1 Tzipi Israeli, "National  Security Index - Public Opinion  Study", 2015- 2016 INSS, 2016   
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Unlike individual traumas such as robbery  or rape, terrorist attacks  are  

disasters that  hit waves in the community and involve broad circles  of the  

public with varying degrees of  exposure  and harm. Various institutions and  

agencies operate after  such a disaster, and in addition to the rescue  teams  

they involve several services such as social workers, doctors, psychologists, 

and religious  and community leaders. Shortly after  the community is flooded  

with politicians and media, the victims are usually left alone . Therefore, they 

feel abandonment, anger towards the ‘enemy’, and disappointment of the  

government that failed  to prevent  the attack. Therefore, we  find that the  

victims tend to be helped and supported by  their family  and  their immediate  

surroundings and  not by professional services. 

Among all the victims of terrorist attacks we have heard a wide range of costs, 

such as emotional  ,personal  ,familial, and social costs: sadness  and  

depression,  post-traumatic stress, career delays ,family life disorders and  

social loneliness . 

They perceived their  personal  experience  as  an isolated  event that  stemmed  

from the conflict, but most did not transform it  into a position of distrust 

towards the  other side. 

A similar conclusion was reached in a study  conducted by the  INSS ("Israel's 

National Resilience: The Influence of the Second Intifada on Israeli Society", 

Meir Elran, 2006):  "The obvious conclusion from  this analysis is that the  

Palestinian intifada ,despite its difficulties and length, hasn't broken  normative 

patterns in the  attitudes and behavior of the Israeli public, more than that, it 

probably hasn't fractured the  national consensus regarding dealing with the  

Palestinians". 

Among residents  living near the Gaza border, we found that they were  

suffering from the security unrest in the region whether they were harmed 

directly or unharmed at all.  

Many of  the children and some parents suffer from  PTSD2. In addition, the  

basic confidence  of parents in their ability to  protect  their children  has been  

undermined. This means that any alarm that  occurs, even  one in which there 

 
2 https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-5567685,00.html 

https://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-5567685,00.html
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is no real danger, is immediately interpreted as a threat to their lives. The 

outward expression of this is that these people are constantly in a "stand by" 

position. Children  find it very difficult to concentrate  on  their studies  and in  

general to conduct their daily activities,  adults have trouble functioning at  

work, they are in a lot  of stress  that often causes violent outbreaks  within the  

family. More and more people are suffering from symptoms of depression. 

However, large parts of the local  population have developed behavior that  

seems to  adapt  to the  difficult and unsecure situation.  

Another part of the local population lives "ready with their luggage".  These  

are people who live in  a state of very high  anxiety, in  a situation  between  

staying  at  home  or fleeing off out of area. This naturally makes them feel 

insecure  and constantly unrest .  

Here, too, residents  talk about the  fact  that they are flooded  by politicians,  

philanthropists and professionals as mushrooms after the rain, making  

promises and offering tempting  plans, then  disappear.  

It should  be  noted that residents  near the Gaza border are supported by 

professional community services3, as well the support they get from their 

families  and social environment.     

When examining  the change of attitudes regarding the conflict, the  effects  

were in both  directions. Among some, we saw some radicalization in  

personal attitudes and  increased distrust, while among others we have seen 

the opposite effect - The difference is explained by the specific living  

environment and in the previous  political positions . 

 
Findings based Survey Research Experiments  

 
To demonstrate how daily life experiences and exposure to violence could 

influence trust, three survey research experiments were held among selected 

groups of Israelis. The three survey research experiments were conducted 

among  three sample groups respective with the subjects that were defined as 

 
3Operation of mental health  response to the population  in emergency .Ministry of  Health,  

General Manager's Order No  2018/7  
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case studies. The chosen groups contain individuals who suffer or have 

suffered from high levels of stress and hardship due to the conflict. Each  

sample group included about  90 interviewees. Two-thirds of the interviewees 

were selected because they suffered hardships inflicted by the conflict, while 

one third, in each survey, were under much less or no special hardships. 

About half of the sample were youth under the age of 30. The surveys were  

conducted through internet panels  between  10-1 March 2021. (note: All 

findings in appendix) 

 
There are findings among Residents attacked by Rockets  and Incendiary  

Balloons from Gaza Strip.  (85 Responders: 56 [66%] affected by Rockets 

and Incendiary Balloons attacks; 29 – not affected.  

• About half of the respondents (47%) or their families have been 

indirectly affected in the recent years by attacks on communities 

near Gaza's border - experiencing alarms but not physical harm. 

• About half of the (all) respondents (47%) felt in recent years to a 

great or very large extent that their lives have been at risk by terror 

or rockets attacks from Gaza. 

• About 33% of  (all) respondents  felt  to  a  great  or  great  extent  that  

their own life or family's lives have been in danger over the past few 

years. 

• An absolute majority of the respondents (82%) are very or very much 

concerned that the communities surrounding Gaza will suffer 

additional rockets attacks in the future. 

• An absolute majority (75%) of the (all) respondents were very or very 

much concerned that Israel will suffer in the future from terror and 

rockets attacks;  

• 42% of responders who are residents near Gaza's border felt in 

recent years to a great or very large extent that the life of a family 

member was in real danger of rockets attacks from Gaza. 

• About 33% of responders are concerned to a great extent that in the 

next year, war could break out with the Palestinians or with a State 

in the region; 
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• When asked indirectly about other residents of the Gaza Perimeter, 

47% of respondents believe that they think the conflict will never be 

settled. (21% of residents did not change their positions; 16% -  an  

effort should be made to reach an agreement).  

      When asked directly the answers were: 35% - An  effort  should  be  

made  to reach an  agreement, 21% - There will not be peace with the 

Palestinians in the near future, 28% - The conflict will never be 

settled.     

• In  conclusion,  we  can  see  small  differences  in  attitudes  between  

young and older respondents  related to the possibility of reaching an 

agreement.  

• Both those affected by the conflict and those who have not been 

harmed are almost equally divided about the possibility of reaching 

an agreement, or about the efforts that need to be made to reach an 

agreement. 

 
 
 

Rocket hits in Israel since the Hamas takeover of Gaza, 2006 
(Figures as of December 13, 2016) 
 

 
Source: ITIC  The statistics do not include mortar shell fire or rockets which misfired and fell inside the 
Gaza Strip. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/
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Focus Group - Summary of key insights 

The two  focus groups  were conducted  based on the  data and  findings from  

the three surveys related to the three case studies. The goal of the focus  

groups is to  evaluate  and provide insights  about the impact of exposure to  

daily hardships  and violence  on the  degree of  trust towards Palestinians and 

the peace process. The focus  group was   held during April, 8 2021.  

• The prevailing situation among the communities near Gaza directly affects 

the residents’ daily life with difficulties and hardships. 

• These continued hardships are the main reason for loss of trust among the 

residents, both against Palestinians and the Israeli authorities. Some of 

them report loss of trust towards Palestinians and the low chances of 

reaching an agreement with them. At the same time, there is a feeling of 

loss of trust towards the Israeli leadership that is not doing enough to 

change the situation. 

• A position of loss of trust is also reported towards the Palestinian 

leadership.  

• Social cohesion among the residents, together with a sense of resilience, 

help them cope daily difficulties and hardships. 

• At the same time, the participants present attitudes of compassion towards 

the residents of Gaza, while admitting that Gaza’s civilians bare no 

responsibility for the situation and identifying with their suffering. They 

emphasize that despite everything, they do not feel hatred towards the 

Palestinians or the Arabs, including the Arabs who are citizens of the State 

of Israel.  

• However, the prevailing position is that the chances of an arrangement with 

the Palestinians, at least for the foreseeable future, are low. The main 

cause for these is the presiding and continuous tension between Israel and 

Hamas for which the responsibility lies with both sides.  

• A significant position expressed is regarding the existing split within the 

Israeli public and its excess contribution to the non-promotion of a peace 

process.  

• However, the variety of positions expressed explains the fact that the 

security situation and the life difficulties caused by it do not change the 
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political depth positions among the residents of the area. Indeed, each 

violent incident temporarily reinforces distrust, but the key reason for it lies 

in the historic background and general atmosphere of life near Gaza and in 

close proximity to violence that can erupt at any given moment.  

 

             
     Summary of  the group's positions in their words   

• We're alert and afraid. 

• We're not violent. 

• We don't hate Palestinians or Arabs. 

• We're pessimistic about  the future . 

  

Main topics of the focus group discussion 

• The general effect of living near the Gaza border has on the lives of the 

residents. 

• Factors of influence: living in the area and/or the State of Israel, or 

specific events. 

• Ways of impact: in what areas and stages of life (physical, 

political/ideological, personal/psychological/behavioral existence, attitudes 

and values, family and community ties and others). 

• Possible effect on violent or aggressive behavior. 

• Possible influence on attitudes towards "others" and relations of trust – 

Gaza, Arabs, Palestinians, Israeli Arabs, "others" in general society. 

• Changes of attitudes towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.    

 

The  effect of living near the Gaza border 

• A number of  participants noted, among other  things, the existence of a  

 "positive effect" mainly, of developing "mental resilience   ": more immune  

and  "taking things in proportion". Living in the  area and  exposure to the  

various violent events  helped to understand  the proportional importance  

of issues and daily problems  together with ongoing coping and  

accumulated  experiences as a result of violence.   
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• Another "positive effect" is strengthening the  sense  of community, that  

occurred by both all kibbutz participants in the area and by the residents  

of Sderot. Cohesion, community assistance,  and  mutual responsibility are  

perceived as an important  means  of coping with reality  and events,  both 

the  "waiting" for events or periods of calm before the storm,  and in dealing 

with events ex post. 

• The current period )April  (6 is relatively quiet  and relaxed, it contributes to  

more comfortable feelings,  even though past  events have a great  

presence and influence. Expectation  and vigilance  exist all the time 

 "Even when it is quiet   – an event is  expected" and “anything can cause 

another round of violence". 

• One  of the  participants, who is  originally from  the  north of Israel (The 

Krayot) lives in Gaza's  surrounding and works in the center,  describes an  

absolute difference between the two worlds:  "A completely different  

country". "Life in the Gaza's surrounding is completely different ,for  the  

worse… "We  are scratched" and  alert all the time,  and also  for the  

better-  the quality of education, consumption habits, community and in  

general life priorities.  In addition,  "I have become more Zionist,  more right-

wing and  more  nationalistic". 

  

• It is clear to all the participants that living in the Gaza Perimeter are 

affected by cumulative different effects, beyond the influence of an 

isolated event. 

• The reference is different in this context between those living in the 

surrounding communities (most members of the focus group) and 

individuals who are not. Relative to the last, the current period, which is 

relatively calm and secure, without violence, creates a different and more 

livable and convenient reality for them. 

• Those who live in the Gaza Perimeter "receive different proportions" in 

their lives and priorities, and estimate that they are different from the rest 

of the country, who live with completely different experiences, even if 

terror incidents occurred at different times. 

• One participant referred to the impact of terror attacks in general, at the 

national level, "when everyone lives in the shadow of terrorism", even so, 
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“It is clear that the more significant experience is here in our 

communities”. 

 

Ways of expressions  and influence   

• The various terror attacks and violent incidents have a clear impact  on  

those who live in the surrounding communities. Some live  "right next to  

the wall" in Kerem Shalom, for example, some  200  meters from the  wall, 

and some further away from Gaza.   

• The danger is perceived on the physical and  existential level, the  danger  

of harm to the  mind, family members and  especially children. 

• Many children react in  severe ways  to the  balloons  threat. "The  balloons  

– unimaginable"…they react with  panic and crying when they face the 

rocket fire alarm. 

• Family members  and children suffer from  ongoing  problems of fear,  

anxiety, sleep disorders, etc. Many have been accompanied for years by 

professionals, resilience center, counselors, and so on. 

• There is a great and lasting vigilance, "Living in a tension that isn't normal  

for ordinary people". Statements such as  "Any noise, slamming a  door or  

any ‘boom’ bounces me ". "Always alert ". "Every noise sounds like an 

alarm”. 

• The effect is described as  "ongoing trauma ", "Uncontrollable and  part of  

our lives".  

• Most of  those living in the surrounding communities expressed feelings of  

vigilance and insecurity, but there were  also participants )in the  minority), 

including those who lived very close to the wall, who expressed absolute  

confidence in life by its side, such as  "living in a bubble",  and even a 

statement of  "Living in  the safest place in the  world " even though  "the  

situation can be reversed". 

• A sister of one participant who felt safe, that  also participated in  the 

group, claimed to have the opposite feelings:  "My sister and I, suffer from  

post-traumatic stress disorder, do not have feelings of security, many 

people are not treated  properly and there are  a lot  of severely  

psychologically damaged individuals". 
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• Among  the notable influences raised by the  participants were feelings 

and  arguments towards the  government   : "We feel  neglected", "lack  of a  

solution", "It is convenient to have the Iron Dome ", and criticism of the 

flow of funds to Gaza/Hamas  as  "Convoys of dollars ". 

• The various influences sometimes have  different  manifestations when 

distinguishing between the  different populations relevant here:  

      (1) Residents of kibbutzim in the Gaza's  surrounding reported anxiety and 

ongoing trauma alongside many reinforcements from the very community 

and mutual assistance  "We are wrapped ,contained". (2)  Residents  of 

Sderot and Moshavim talked about anxiety and ongoing trauma  and  

more  personal and independent coping. (3) The other inhabitants of Israel 

in their eyes live in  "another country" and have other feelings. 

  

Possible effect on  violent or aggressive behavior   

 

• The participants noted  constant vigilance  and  concerns  but found it  

difficult to see any clear connection between the hardships of life near 

Gaza and their feelings, or possible behavior of violence\aggression. 

• There were  those who  claimed that the  experience  and resilience  that  

were built  made them  more  prepared for violence and were certainly not  

being themselves more violent. 

• A similar position rejects the option of  "nervousness  or aggression", and it 

was reflected in the statement that  "in tense  times the  best things actually  

come out", including humanity,  a desire to  help, to  be calm, and so  on.  

 
Attitude and trust towards “Others"   

• The participants noted  clear feelings of loss of trust towards 

Palestinians, whether they are from Gaza or  from the West Bank.  

• A relatively older participant who was  active  and involved for many years  

in joint ventures to strengthen relations between Israelis and  

Palestinians,  and even volunteered himself in humanitarian activities, 

expressed clear feelings of disappointment and loss of trust,  

alongside a sharp change in political positions and a shift from left to  

right: "Strong shift to the right". 
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• The participants noted a general decrease of trust both in Palestinian 

and Israeli leaderships, due to the lack of  a  solution, an ongoing 

negative situation, the lack of  a dialog  and so  on. "Distrust of all" - 

systems and politicians. 

• Attitudes are also  generally influenced  by the  prevalence of events  or the  

relative calm that  exists today.  

• Many of  the participants feel feelings of  empathy and compassion 

towards the Palestinians/residents of Gaza, alongside  concerns and  

loss of trust.  "We have a lot of compassion for the  other side, the 

residents aren't guilty…". 

• The Gazans  are  miserable themselves and we don't blame them for  their  

situation". 

• There were no  expressions of hatred towards the Palestinians in the  

group -   "There is ignorance in hating ". "Hate is not  the discourse we want 

to have   ". These feelings exist alongside  exposure to events and 

threats, with the understanding that "the  Palestinians are suffering  

too" and that "hatred will lead nowhere".  Even those who stated in the  

group  that they shifted to the political right, expressed  understanding of 

their plight, alongside the necessity to carry out a  "targeted  assassinations 

of terrorists" when it should  be done, according to  one participant. 

• Regarding the attitude and trust towards "others" in non-Palestinian  

society, such as Israeli Arabs, no statement or negative feeling was  

made in the group – "I have nothing against The Arabs of Israel". 

• A number of  fundamentalistic statements were made towards the  

Bedouin in Israel/the south, in view  of the current problematic reality, 

crime, violence and delinquency -  "I don't like  them", "There are serious  

behavioral problems among the  Bedouins in  Beersheba".   

 

Chances for Reconciliation with the Palestinians 

• There is unanimity  and pessimism  about the chances of the  

settlement of the conflict.  

• The blame for the lack of change and the  disability to reach a  

settlement rests with both parties and the relevant leaderships. 
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"Other leadership is required".”Our government does not allow an  

agreement ".“We have a bad situation  and  we do not see a solution". 

• There were  those who  saw  "Anarchy  here  and there, no dialog, no real  

attempt to reach an agreement, it is convenient to roll over  and  there is  

no courage to decide". "The divisions on the Israeli side contribute to 

the difficulty". Peace  is needed among ourselves first". 

• There were  those who  made a distinction  between the Israeli  

government/leadership and the Palestinian leadership -  "We  are  more 

prudent, the Palestinian government is unclear and uncertain ".”They, the 

Palestinians do not live in a  democratic state".  

 

In summary, the significant finding is  that the  events, even the worst ones, 

did not affect the adoption of new  positions, but only intensified  existing  

positions, both  that support the peace process and trust,  as well positions of  

distrust and lack of support for any  arrangement. Among  most of the  

interviewees, the source of  the various  positions  - supporting or opposing the 

peace process  - is ideological, religious,  and  related  to their environment and  

social affiliation. 

In the past   20 years, since the second intifada began, Israel has begun to 

cultivate  "Social Resilience ", a concept close to another concept -  "National  

Resilience ". Following  the  events of the intifada, "Social Resilience" was 

defined as  "behavioral  and conscious indicators of the resilience of  Israeli 

society in  the face of the terrorist attack during the intifada"4. Since then,  

many institutions  have  been measuring Israel's personal, communal, social 

and national resilience, using various tools,  and publish reports on their 

empirical findings. In  ,2007  following  the Second Lebanese War, a network of  

15 community resilience centers was established in areas under security 

threat, in the communities surrounding the Gaza Strip  and in northern  

communities near Lebanon. This  project is shared  by the Ministry of Health,  

the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Senior 

Citizens, the Ministry of Social  Affairs and Social Services, local authorities  

and  the Israeli Trauma Coalition. The concept of  "Community Resilience"  that  

 
4 Herzliya  Conference, 2003 
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underlies these centers is expressed in  a wide range of services   – group  

meetings, guidance from parents and children on ways how to cope  during  a  

security threat,  providing assistance and support to residents in  need, and  

establishing and  operating local and neighborhood emergency  and resilience  

teams. Public opinion  studies and surveys, published in Israel, find time after  

time that the Israeli public has  become accustomed to live alongside the 

repeated and cyclic terrorist and war  threats,  which unfortunately, from  time  

to time,  also  materialize in reality, (for example, the annual public opinion  

studies  published  by the INSS5(. 

There is no other  place in the world where actions are taken to develop the 

resilience of children as it is done in Israel,  not only relative to the size of the 

population but also in  absolute terms . Over the years, hundreds of thousands  

of Israeli children  have experienced resilience practices to strengthen their 

mental health. The development of resilience  among children  and the  

recruitment of education teams in schools to do so  emerge  from the 

perception that actions carried out within  the  school can  mitigate the long-

term  effects of terrorism on children and youth. This orientation was the  main  

professional concept of the Ministry of Education in the  early '2000 s, that  

actions relating to  the  security situation were  essential in schools. In 

response to the numerous terrorist attacks that took place in the al-Aqsa  

intifada, in   2003 the ministry established a unit to deal with situations of stress 

and  emergency, even if it was not yet called  "Resilience". The  

Disengagement Plan (from Gaza) and the  Second  Lebanese  War were also  

milestones in the development and expansion of this unit . 

Throughout, the techniques  that resilience workshops try to impart  their 

subjects   – teachers and students  –  operates in two dimensions: on the one 

hand, they are aimed at developing awareness of the entire range of human 

emotions that arise under existential threat, naming them, allowing and even  

encouraging verbal and other expressions  of  them, so that different and  

varied expressions are legitimate and perceived as normal.  On the  other  

hand, the  goal is  not  only to  express these feelings,  but  also to ensure that  

they  do  not remain raw and that they  are processed consciously. Thus, the  

 
5 INSS - Institute for National Security Studies, Tel Aviv University   
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resilience programs offer tools for controlling  "harmful"  emotions socially (like 

anger that can lead to  aggressive behavior). 

The realization  of the resilience programs also revealed  differences  in 

attitudes  between  different players and flooded different layers of local 

politics. One of the studies6 note  the gap between the social and economic 

hardships expressed by the residents of Sderot7 and the political language in 

which they express the problems they  faced and the  emotional resilience 

discourse of the mental health professionals  who came to their aid.  This is 

emotional discourse has been  depoliticized. Thus ,the conflict which has  

become just part of the  "reality of our lives" - has undergone a normalization  

process . 

All these developments combine into the reasonable explanation why the  

Israeli public is increasingly less affected  by difficult situations  arising from  

the conflict.  

 

Recommendations 

The situation on the Gaza border is extremely complex. On the surface of it, it 

is part of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but the reality is much more complex, 

since Hamas, which controls Gaza, is in an equally difficult conflict with the 

Palestinian Authority.  

Israel and Hamas will cooperate against the Palestinian Authority; And the 

Palestinian Authority, together with Israel, will take action against Hamas.   

In fact, the three "actors" involved –  Israel, Hamas, and the Palestinian 

Authority – are at odds, all with everyone, but in certain tactical situations, 

each pair of "actors" will cooperate, usually covertly, and serve as a front 

against the third "actor". Thus, Hamas and the Palestinian Authority will act 

against Israel; Israel and Hamas will cooperate against the Palestinian 

Authority; and the Palestinian Authority, together with Israel, will take action 

against Hamas. 

 
6 Friedman-Peleg, Keren & Goodman, Yehuda (2010). From Post-trauma Intervention to 

Immunizing the Social Body: Pragmatics and Politics of a Resilience program in Israel’s 
Periphery. Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry 34(3): 421-442. 
7 City in south-west Israel neat the Gaza strip 
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In any case, when dealing with the conflict between Israel and Hamas, and its 

severe consequences for the local population, on both sides of the border, 

there is no talk about a peace agreement, but rather a "settlement", a kind of 

"Hudna" for period of time.  

The "settlement", if achieved, will not be based on direct negotiations between 

Israel and Hamas, but rather on agreements reached by Egyptian mediation 

in the central circle and with the assistance of the UN envoy and other 

countries, such as Qatar and European countries. 

 
Israeli authorities 

 

• Israel must be a key partner, together with the countries of the region and 

the international community, in formulating a large-scale plan for the 

reconstruction of the Gaza Strip -Infrastructure, Economic, and improving 

civilian population life. 

• The reconstruction plan will play a central role in the the "Hudna" 

settlement, which must include the return of the Israeli bodies soldiers and 

civilians held by Hamas: Oron Shaul and Hadar Goldin and Avera 

Mangistu, Hisham Sha'ban al-Sayed and Jumaa Ibrahim Abu A'nima. 

• As part of the "Hudna", Israel must ensure that agreed international actors 

will monitor security concerns, especially the non-entry of materials and 

weapons that may be used for violent activity against Israel. 

• Upon completion of the "Hudna", Israel must lift all sanctions imposed on 

the Gaza Strip. 

• In the long term, Israel must strive for a peace agreement with the 

Palestinian Authority, which will also include the Gaza Strip. The "Hudna" 

arrangement with Hamas can serve as a "stepping stone" for this 

purpose. 

 
Hamas 
 

• Hamas must strive for a "Hudna" arrangement with Israel in which the 

comprehensive plan for reconstruction the Gaza Strip will be defined. 

• Hamas must strive for a reconciliation agreement with the Palestinian 

Authority and later integrate into the Palestinian system. 
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• Later on, if and when a peace agreement is reached between Israel and 

the Palestinians, Hamas must be a part of it. 

 

Palestinian authority 

 

• The Palestinian Authority, as the main entity representing the 

Palestinians, must be a key partner in the plan to reconstruction the Gaza 

Strip.  

• The Palestinian Authority must strive for a reconciliation agreement with 

Hamas. 

• Later on, if and when a peace agreement is reached between Israel and 

the Palestinians, Hamas must be a part of it. 

 
 
Civil society organizations  

• The more civil society organizations, both in Gaza, in the Palestinian 

Authority and in Israel, will be involved in Gaza's reconstruction plans, the 

more significant the impact of these programs will be.  

• Cooperation between civil society organizations will add a level of 

Commitment for the benefit of all parties. 

 

The international community  

• The international community – the United Nations and European countries 

and the rest of the world –  should be a key partner in the Gaza 

Reconstruction and Security monitoring plan in Gaza. 

• Qatar must set conditions for its economic support on Gaza (and the 

Hamas regime) in Hamas' full integration into plans for rebuilding Gaza, 

including fulfilling commitments to Israel: returning the bodies of Israeli 

soldiers and civilians and avoiding any hostile activity.   

 

 
[This research is part of a joint Palestinian-Israeli Project on “Mapping Sources of 

Mutual Distrust in Palestinian-Israeli Relations” funded by the European union. 

The content does not necessarily reflect the views of the European union.] 


